Free sources on RRA/PRA by Chambers, Robert
I 
The following organisations have opened their doors to others who wish to gain 
field experience of PRA. This often takes the form of a 3 to 5 day camp in a 
village, during which a number of PRA methods are used by villagers and 
outsiders. 
These are the contact addresses in alphabetical order. Some of the 
organisations work in a number of different places. 
Organisation Chief Executive Telephone 
or equivalent 
Action Aid Ravi Narayanan 0812 564 682/3 
3 Resthours Road 
Bangalore 560 001 
Activists for Social Alternatives 
19-B Mallisahib Street 
Tiruchirapalli 620 008 
Aga Khan Rural Support Programme 
Choice Premises 
Swastik Cross Road 
Navrangpura 
Ahmedabad 380 009 
Gujarat 
Krishi Gram Vikas Kendra . 
Vikas Vidyalaya '' 
PO Neori 
Ranchi 
Bihar 
S. Devaraj 
Anil C Shah 
Ravi Jayakaran 
Tel: 0272 464029 
0272 464730 
Telex: 0121 257 ARSP IN 
0651 7268 
MYRADA Aloysius Fernandez 0812 572028 
2 Service Road 0812 576166 
Domlur Layout 
Bangalore 560 071 
Seva Bharati Kamal Kar JGM EX KAP EXTN-1 
PO Kapgari 
District Midnapur 
West Bengal 721 505 
SPEECH John Devavaram 0452 46370 
14 Jeyaraja Illam 
Kiruba Nagar 
Madurai 625 014 
Action Aid, Bangalore is acting as a clearing hour for information about 
forthcoming field camps, workshops and training, and may be the best first 
contact if you want to find out more. 
11 August 1991 
Robert Chambers 
Institute of Development Studies 
University of Sussex 
Brighton BN1 9RE 
FREE SOURCES ON RRA/PRA 
There is now a large literature. Quite a lot of it is specialised, for 
investigations of health, agroecology, soils, irrigation, social forestry, 
watershed management, and so on. Quite a lot of it is also ephemeral. 
All the items below are free on reguest. It is simply up to you to write 
for them. It is amazing how many people do not write when it comes to the 
crunch, even when they are active practitioners! But that is a shame, 
because a lot of ideas can be picked up guickly from these various 
writings. And by writing your own notes for RRA Notes you can share your 
experience with others. 
Keeping Up-to-date 
There have been many developments in the past twelve months and India is 
probably the major current centre of innovation in the world. More 
innovations can be expected. If you want to find out about these, and keep 
up-to-date, write and reguest these two series of papers: 
* The PRA/PALM Series, available from Vidya Ramachandran, MYRADA, 2 
Service Road, Domlur Layout., Bangalore 650 071. 
PALM stands for Participatory Learning Methods. Ask for back numbers. 
This series reports on MYRADA's extensive and expanding experience. 
* RRA Notes, available from Jules Pretty, International Institute for 
Environment and Development (IIED), 3 Endsleigh Street, London WC1H ODD. 
This makes available experience gained in many countries, including 
India. Ask for back numbers. All this will cost you is the price of an 
aerogramme. 
Sources on Participatory Rural Appraisal 
* Mascarenhas, James, 1990. Planning and Implementing a PRA, MYRADA PALM 
Series IVa; Interviewing in PRA, MYRADA PALM Series IVb; Enhancing 
Participation in PRAs, MYRADA PALM Series IVc. 
* Fernandez, Aloysius, James Mascarenhas and Vidya Ramachandran, 1990 
(Reflections on Recent Experience), MYRADA PALM Series 5. 
* The PALM Series also has a paper on participatory mapping and modelling. 
* McCracken, Jennifer, 1988, Participatory Rapid Rural Appraisal in 
Gujarat: a trial model for the Aga Khan Rural Support Programme (India), 
IIED, London. 
* An Introduction to Participatory Rural Appraisal for Rural Resources 
Management. A brief but useful summary, based on Kenyan experience. 
Also a larger PRA Handbook. Both available from IIED. 
* IIED is also producing a series of six manuals this year, to be 
published and distributed free by FAO. For copies, write to IIED. 
Robert Chambers 
17 July 1991 
